
sll@qsWS

Enc.

SfsI1, @,fiartg
6

wlrdrffe

:ffi#,
P. O. Box 200701

Helena, MT 59620-0701
(406\ 444-3186

FAX:406-444-4952
Ref:PG0474'96

June 13. 1996

TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:

Enclosed is a copy of the Record of Decision for the final environmental impact statement (EIS)

prepared by Montana Fish wildlife & Parks to evaluate it's mountain lion management program'

Alternative Four, to base the management of mountain lions on parameters determined by social

and biological constraints, was chosen as the preferred alternative'

Some clarifying language has been included in the decision. This language does not result in

major changes tiorritnJ description or analysis of the chosen alternative and does not require

that additional analysis be carried out'

FWP appreciates the public's interest and participation in the EIS process' Additional

information, or a 
"opy 

of the final EIS, may bi obtained by contacting FWf at the following

address: Wildlife Uivision, MDFWP, PO Box 200701, Helena, MT 59620-0701'

Sincerely,

Patrick J. Graham

Director





RECORD OF DECISION

REGARDING FINAL EIS ON MANAGEME,NT OF MOUNTAIN LIONS IN MONTANA

HISTORY OF PROPOSAL

In keeping with tl're general management goals of Montana Irish. Wilcllif'e & Parks (FWP) thc

management of Montana's mountain lions (Felis cottcoktr) was slated fbr review in 1992.

Concerns raisecl both in the departrnent and by the general public r'vere used to shape the

objectives for the program review. Because major changes in the management for mountaiu

lions are being considered, an environmental irnpact statement (EIS) has been completed in

compliance with the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).

Precerled by press releases a scoping clocument was released in Septernber. 1994. After analysis

of public input a draft EIS (DEIS) clescribing fbur alternatives fbr managins r.nountain lions in

Montana was issued in April 1995 for further public review and input. Follorving analysis of
public input on the DEIS a final EIS was issued in February 1996.

MEPA PROCESS

A public scoping periocl was concluctecl between Septernber 7 and October 25, 1994. Following

analysis of public comments on impacts and alternatives a DEIS outlining four alternatives for

managing Montana's mountain lions was compilecl and sent out to the public for comment Aprii

5, 1995. The four alternatives analyzecl in tl-re DEIS included: No hunting by the general

public; Continue the current management; Intensification of harvest to reduce populations; and

Munug.*.nt based o carrying capacity ancl social tolerances. Comments on the DEIS were

receivecl throu_eh June 21, 1995. Seven public meetings were held across the state in ordcr ttl

provide aclditional opportunity fbr public input. A final EIS was released to the public February

Zg. 1996 containing Corrections ancl clarifications from the DEIS as rvell as public cotlrtncttt and

FWP responses to public comments.

THE DECISION PROCESS

FWp considerecl public comrnent on tl-re DEIS as well as the atralysis presented in the final EIS

i1 arriving at a clecision pertaining to future management of Montana's mountain lion

popr.rlation.s. This decision takes into ilccount the concerns raised by the public and their

cop-u-nents op the DEIS as well as concerns expressecl by FWP and the irWP Contmissiott. Tlte

decision sets a course for the luture management practices, some of which lvill be dependent on

actions by the FWP Cornmission and the Montana Legislature.

ISSUES OF CONCERN ADDRESSED IN THE EIS

o TiminS ancl structure of tl-re mountain lion hunting season'



o

o

a

o

Regulation of nonresident hunters and hound handlers.

lrngth of the time period allowed for reporting kills, tagging hides and skulls and

closing the season.

kvels of security afforded females and young.

Recommendations regarding roadless and wilderness areas made by FWP to land

management agencies

o Development of a policy dealing with human-lion depredation conflicts.

o The effects of mountain lions on the prey base and on future big game hunting.

o The role of public hunting in lion management'

. Use of nonlethal mans to address depredating and nuisance mountain lion problems.

o Prevention of illegal harvest and reporting activities'

o Application of Montana's game damage status to mountain lions.

PROPOSED ACTION W

Element A: FWp will recommend to the FWP Commission the current hunting season format

be continued. FWP recognizes experimental areas are needed to collect data

necessary to evaluate the feasibility of hunting lions encountered during the

general big game season.

Element B: FWp will recommend to the FWP Commission the current chase season tbrmat

be continued.

Element C: Quotas will continue to be used as the main method of controlling harvest.

Element D: FWp will continue to assist landowners and ADC with livestock depredation

involving mountain lions.

Element E: FWp public education efforts will continue to be directed at protecting mountain

lion habitat and reducing depredation and human lion contlicts.

Element F: FWp will continue to assess and make recommendations to land managing

agencies regarding roads and access on public lands. Such recommendations will

evaluate the effects of access on mountain lion security and viability.



Elernent G:

Element H:

Element I:

Elernent J:

Element K:

Element L:

Element M:

Element N:

Element O:

FWP will continue to protect irnportant wildlif'e habitat through the use of leases.

conservation easements and f'ee title as outlined by the Habitat Montana Projects.

The needs and requirements of mountain lions will be considered as an integral

portion of the analysis of these projects.

FWP will continue tit evaluate and make recommendations on proposed pro.iects

o1 public lands basecl gp their eti'ects on, aud ttterits lirr, wildlil'e, includittg

mountain lions and their prey.

FWP will recommen<l the FWP Cornmission continue to require hides and skulis

of mountain lions be tagged in the region in which they are harvested.

FWP will ask the FWP Cornmission to recluce the minimum closure period fbr

a Season from 48 to 12 hours and allow FWP to announce closure prior to

meeting quotas. FWP will irnplement measures to improve notification fbr

hunters (i.e, 24liour 1-800 number).

FWP will ask the FWP Cornmission to require all hunters harvesting a nrountail.t

lion to report the harvest within 24 hours of the kill.

FWP will recommencl that uncler some circumstanccs, or in specific areas sucl-t

as special management areas. the FWP Comrnission regulate harvest using season

length rather than quotas.

FWp will recommend the FWP Commission require successful mountain liou

hunters to present the hicle ancl skull of all mountain lions harvested tot' inspectiort

by an authbrized employee or representative of FWP within 24 hours atter being

reported taken. All hides will be tagged at this time and skulls within the next

5 iays. FWP will evaluate the f'easibility and impacts on staff to accommodilte

turn in on weekends and holidays.

EXCEPTION: Hunters with rnounrain lions harvestecl in those liunting districts rvtth an

early season (beginning Sept. 15) woulcl liave 24 hours ai'ter reacl.ting the trailhead to

present the hicle ancl skutl fbr inspection and the tagging of the hide. and five days after

reaching the trailhead for the tagging of the skull.

FWp will ask the FWP Commission to reword the mountain lion regulations to

read "Neither females with young, nor young traveling rvith an adult f'ernale may

be taken. "

FWP will evaluate the possibility of hunting trtoutrtain lions on WMAs and in

cases where f-easible. make recomnrcnclatiotts to tlte FWP Commission fbr such

seasons.



Element p: FWp will recommend the FWP Commission establish intensive management

zones around selected areas of human habitation in order to reduce the threat

mountain lions pose to public safety'

Element e: FWp will seek the approval of the Governor to ask the'Montana kgislature to

amend Stanrte 87-3-608 MCA to require the wildlit'e evaluation FWP prepares on

' new subdivisions be provided to prospective buyers'

Element R: FWp will seek the approval of the Governor to ask the Montana'lrgislature to

clarify Statutes g74-127(o MCA and 87-3-130 MCA to allow stockgrowers to

appoint a hound handler as his agent in cases of depredation by mountain lions

or black bears.

Element S: FWp will prioritize mountain lion research neecls in Montana and, when needed,

seek spending authority from the Montana Legislature to meet those needs.

Element T: FWp will make mountain lion season recommendations to the FWP Commission

that are based on carrying capacities that reflect biological, recreational, economic

and aesthetic constraints placed on mountain lions, their prey and their habitat'

Element U: FWp will develop a policy that will direct FWP personnel when addressing

human-lion conflicts'

Element v: FWp will ask the FWP Commission to require all persons 12 years of age and

older that are in charge of dogs pursuing mountain lions to purchase a current

mountain lion license and hold a hound handler permit.

EXCEpTION: Guides and outfitters will be eligible to receive a free hound handler

permit uy piesenting their Montana outtitters or guide license and their conservation

license. Guides will also be required to provide the license number of the outfitter on

whose license theY are guiding'

Element W: FWp will evaluate FWP's methods of regulating numbers of mountain lion

hunters in Montana and make such recommendations to the FWP Commission if
itbecomesnecessary,eitheronastatewideorlocalscale.

Element X: FWp will develop a system that will allow rapicl accurnulation and dissernination

of harvest and quota intbrmation and the inspection and tagging of hides and

skulls.

Element y: Fwp will revise workplans to reschedule and prioritize work schedules to allow

wardens, or other authorized FWP personnel, to check kill sites and hunter

residencY as needed'



FWP DECISION

Montana Fish, Wildlife and parks hereby issues a decision to adopt Alternative #4' the Pref'erred

Alternative. This decision includes a commitment to rnaking certain budgeting and management

clecisions, to develop and irnplement new program initiatives and seek approval of the Governor

to clraft legislation io submit to ihe Montana Legislature. In taking this course FWP has alscr

committed to making specific recommenclations to the FWP Commission regarding season

structure and the adaptation of annual rules.

This decision meets with FWPs mountain lion management objective to maintain mountain lion

and prey populations that are compatible with the public's Outdoor recreational desires while

tninimizing human-lion conflicts and livestock clepreclation. '['he decision also l.neets with the

objectives set fbrth in the EIS to set appropriate mountain lion nlanasement objectives for

Montana,s various mountain lion habitaii; improve FWPs ability to ttronittlt' mountain lion

populations and determine their status, compositictn and trend; improve regulatitln of the annual

harvest: improve public unclerstanding of' mountain lion biology. habitat requirements and

rnunug..n.ni; and to develop policies and proactive program to deal with human-lion

confrontations and livestock depredation

The ultimate beneflt of the decision is the long term perpetuation of viable, health mountain lion

populations that can provide aesthetic and recreational benefits to Montanans and visitors to our

state.

(r*1 -1 L
DatePatrick J. Graham

Director




